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February 2026  
Notes 

Shabbat Services 
Shabbat services will begin at 6:30pm  
Join our online services:  
On our website 
YouTube 
or Facebook 

Friday, February 6

6:30 pm Shabbat Evening Service 
and Birthday Blessings 
7:30 pm Dessert Oneg 

Saturday, February 7 
Yitro 

9 am Torah Study 
10 am Family Shabbat Service

Friday, February 13

6:30 pm Shabbat Evening Service

Saturday, February 14 
Mishpatim 

9 am Torah Study

Friday, February 20

5:30 pm Tot Shabbat 
5:45 pm Shabbat Nosh 
6:30 pm Disney © Shabbat Evening Service 
& Anniversary Blessings

Saturday, February 21 
T’rumah 

9 am Torah Study 
10:30 Shabbat in Action! Mitzvah Morning

Friday, February 27

6:30 pm Shabbat Evening Service with 
Charlie Kramer

Saturday, February 28 
T’tzaveh

9 am Torah Study with Charlie Kramer

Torah Study 
Saturdays at 9 am  
in the Spielberg Chapel 
In person and on Zoom

Mussar & Mindfulness 
with Rabbi Rosenberg
Saturdays, 11:30 am–1 pm in the 
Millstone Library

February 14, March 7, April 4

Join Rabbi Rosenberg for a study of Mussar, 
a spiritual practice focused on cultivating 
inner virtues for personal improvement. 
Explore how Mussar can bring balance 
and wisdom to your life. Each class is 
stand-alone. Register online. 

Intermediate Adult Hebrew
Thursdays at 10:00 am  
in the Millstone Library

Adult Hebrew reading with Cantor 
Richman. We will focus on prayer literacy, 
navigating the prayer book, as well as 
deep understanding and discussion. 
RSVP to Esther Olson.

Amateurs of the Great 
Assembly
Thursdays at 11:00 am  
in the Spielberg Chapel 

This weekly round table discusses 
topics of Jewish content and thought. 
The current topic is “The Beginnings of 
Judaism” by Professor Gafni. For further 
information, please contact Esther Olson. 

February may be cold, but we’re heating 
up at UH! This month, we’ll kick off Mahj 
Mondays (postponed from January due 
to weather) and our Shabbat @Home 
program. Did you volunteer at UH this 
year? Be sure to RSVP for our Volunteer 
Appreciation event! Charlie Kramer will 
join us as our artist in residence at the 
end of the month. He has a jam-packed 
weekend of prayer, music, and learning 
planned for us. We have several 
opportunities to participate in Purim 
celebrations, from baking to our J-Pop 
Purim spiel to a more adult pre-Megillah 
social. Join at whatever speed you like. 

Check out photos from one of our 
recent events, consider a book 
recommendation from our UH Library, 
and stay in the know about everything 
happening at UH.

Most questions can be answered 
by emailing us at temple@
unitedhebrew.org or by calling the 
main office at (314) 469-0700. 

Jen Newmark  
Communication Manager 

Shabbat Services  
& Adult Education 

In Person 
& Online 

https://www.unitedhebrew.org/praying/livestream/
https://www.youtube.com/@UnitedHebrew
https://www.facebook.com/UnitedHebrew
mailto:eolson%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=Adult%20Hebrew
mailto:eolson%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=AGA
mailto:temple%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=
mailto:temple%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=
mailto:jnewmark%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=HaMakor%20bulletin
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SPIRIT SQUAD: $360
•	 $360 for 2 guest admissions
•	 $180 for 1 guest admission
•	 Name listing in digital tribute book shared  

at the event and on our website    

TRIBUTE BOOK 
Digital Tribute Book Deadline: April 1 

FULL-PAGE AD		  $400  	
HALF-PAGE AD		  $200  	
QUARTER PAGE AD	 $100	
NAME LISTING		  $36   

BAR SPONSOR: $3,600  
•	 2 admissions to the event  
•	 Prominent signage placement and recognition  

in all event materials, social media posts and  
email communication

•	 Full page ad in digital tribute book shared  
at the event and on our website  

•	 Collaborate on signature cocktail  

Register for tickets or become a sponsor here.

Please consider supporting UH by becoming a  
sponsor or purchasing a tribute or business ad  
in the Chai Society Tribute Book. 

Check out our website for additional information  
or send questions to temple@unitedhebrew.org

VALEDICTORIAN: $5,400 
•	 Table for 8 Guests  
•	 VIP Parking for 4 vehicles at event  
•	 Full page ad in digital tribute book shared  

at the event and on our website  
•	 Games & tasting pass for each guest 
•	 HHD Reserved parking and 2 reserved seats  

DEAN’S LIST: $3,600  
•	 Table for 8 guests  
•	 Full page ad in digital tribute book shared  

at the event and on our website  
•	 Games & tasting pass for each guest  

HONOR ROLL: $1,800  
•	 4 guest admissions  
•	 Half page ad in digital tribute book shared  

at the event and on our website  
•	 Games & tasting pass for each guest  

ALL AMERICAN: $1000 
•	 $550 for 1 guest admission
•	 $1000 for 2 guest admissions
•	 Quarter page ad in digital tribute book shared  

at the event and on our website  
•	 Games & tasting pass for each guest  

2026 CHAI SOCIETY 
ANNUAL EVENT

Individual Tickets  
Early Bird $95 by March 15 Regular $120 
All RSVPs and Digital Tribute
Book Deadlines due by April 1 

Saturday, April 25, 2026 
6:30–10:30 pm
United Hebrew Congregation
13788 Conway Road

HONOREES
Diane & Craig Bleyer  |  Ben Cherry  |  Reva Davis

Rob Levinson  |  Rob Ormont  |  Linda Wallace

EVENT CHAIRS: 
Melanie Marks and Judy Ormont

EVENT COMMITTEE: 
Amy Herman, Stacey Shostak, Dipali House, Meredith Cherry, Rachel Katcher, Lindsay Melnick, Erin Vaughn

THANKS TO OUR 2026 CHAI SOCIETY GALA SPONSORS!
HONOR ROLL

Robyn & Don Cherry
ALL AMERICAN 

Caravus 
Terry & Paul Flotken 

Felicia Malter 
Jonathan & Melanie Marks 

Brigitte & H. Lee Rosenberg

SPIRIT SQUAD
Judy & Rob Ormont 
Cathy & Rich Wieder 

https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/event/chai-society-annual-event.html
https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/event/chai-society-annual-event.html
mailto:temple%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=2026%20Chai%20Society%20Gala
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Our First Mitzvah Morning!
We held our very first Shabbat in Action: Mitzvah Morning, and our kitchen was full 
of energy! We spent the morning preparing a delicious dinner for Room at the Inn.
Between the chopping and prepping, there was laughter and great conversation. 
It’s amazing what happens when a community comes together to make the world a 
little brighter. 
Laughter, good company, and a shared mission, this is what Shabbat is all about. 
Want to join us for the next one? We need volunteers to help organize and lead 
these rewarding Shabbat activities. If you feel inspired to help plan a project, please 
contact Rabbi Rosenberg or Sari Levy. Find more information and register here. 

mailto:brosenberg%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=Shabbat%20In%20Action
mailto:slevy%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=Shabbat%20in%20Action
https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/event/shabbat-mitzvah-mornings.html
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Todah & Mazels

Noteworthy

Nachas News
Lauren Lourie will receive the 2026 JProStL 
Educator Award at the Annual JProStL Recognition 
Luncheon on Wednesday, March 11 at the 
Staenberg Family JCC from 11:30 am – 1:30 pm. 
Doors open at 11 am. JProStL, an initiative of Jewish 
Federation of St. Louis, is the professional association for staff 
who work throughout the St. Louis Jewish Community. The 
theme of the event is “Taking Care of Community.” A special 
presentation will be made to Scott Biondo and the Community 
Security Team. In addition, Julie Gibbs will receive the 2026 
Career Achievement award along with eight other peer award 
recipients. For information about all of the honorees and to learn 
about sponsorships, visit JFedSTL.org/JProStL26. Luncheon 
registration and opportunities for tributes will open in late 
January. To learn more, contact Marci Mayer Eisen, Meisen@
JFedSTL.org, 314-442-3810.

Welcome New Members!
Rob, Bekah, Simon & Eleanor Kutten 

Melissa Shultz/Brian Waeckerle, Ari & Remy Waeckerle

Thanks a Lot! 
Thank you to our Senior Lunch Volunteers! 

Dale Schwartz		  Mike Ukman

Susan Silver 		  Jim & Stephanie

Jen Newmark		  Esther Olson 

UH Book Nook
Did you know there are new books about Israel in the UH library? 
The events of October 7, 2023 were a watershed in the State of 
Israel. What happened? How could this happen? Check out a 
new book in the UH library to learn more. 

The Gates of Gaza: A Story of Betrayal, Survival, 
and Hope in Israel’s Borderlands by Amir Tibon 

While Israel Slept by Yaakov Katz and Amir Bohbot 

The Thinking Heart: Essays on Israel and 
Palestine by David Grossman 

Rebuilding Beth Israel Congregation 
Historic Jackson, MS synagogue Beth Israel Congregation is 
closed indefinitely after a catastrophic fire was set in their 
library. You can donate to their rebuilding fund here. 

mailto:Meisen%40JFedSTL.org?subject=JPro
mailto:Meisen%40JFedSTL.org?subject=JPro
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/the-gates-of-gaza-a-story-of-betrayal-survival-and-hope-on-israels-borderlands 
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/the-gates-of-gaza-a-story-of-betrayal-survival-and-hope-on-israels-borderlands 
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/while-israel-slept-how-hamas-surprised-the-most-powerful-military-in-the-middle-east
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/the-thinking-heart-on-israel-and-palestine
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/the-thinking-heart-on-israel-and-palestine
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All About Shabbat @ Home

Why we’re doing this 
At United Hebrew, we know that 
meaningful community is built through 
relationships, not only in the sanctuary, 
but around tables, in living rooms, and 
through shared experiences.   

Shabbat @Home is a Friday evening 
Shabbat dinner initiative designed to 
create smaller, more personal spaces 
where people can slow down, connect, 
and feel known.  

By gathering in homes every 6–8 weeks, 
we are strengthening the fabric of our 
congregation, one table at a time. 

Frequently Asked 
Questions 
What is Shabbat @Home?  
Shabbat @Home is a Friday evening 
Shabbat dinner program in which UH 
members open their homes to host 
small Shabbat gatherings. These dinners 
create opportunities for meaningful 
conversation, connection, and shared 
Shabbat rituals in a warm, informal 
setting.  

When does Shabbat @Home take 
place?  
Shabbat @Home gatherings take place 
on Friday evenings. Hosts choose the 
timing that works best for them. It may 
be:  before Friday night services, during 
services, or after services  

There is no single required start time; 
flexibility is intentional and allows each 
host to shape the evening in a way that 
feels comfortable to them.

The Shabbat @Home dates are February 
13, March 27,  May 8, and June 26. 

Will there still be Shabbat services at 
the synagogue?  
Yes. There will still be a Shabbat evening 
service, and on Shabbat @Home 
weekends, there will be a Shabbat 
morning service in the sanctuary the 
following day. Shabbat @Home is 
meant to complement, not replace, our 
communal worship. 

Participation & Matching 
How do I participate?  
All hosts and guests must sign up through 
the Shabbat @Home forms on the UH 
website. This allows the synagogue office 
to manage matching and communication.  

Do I sign up to attend a specific home?  
No. Guests do not sign up for a 
specific home. The synagogue office 
matches hosts and guests based on 
the information provided. If you believe 
someone you know may be hosting and 
would like to be matched with them, you 
are welcome to include their name in the 
comments section of the form. While we 
cannot guarantee specific placements, 
we will do our best to honor requests.  

How are hosts and guests matched?  
Matches are made by the synagogue office 
using details from the registration forms, 
including: household makeup and ages 
of children, dietary needs and allergies, 
accessibility considerations, location, 
preferences noted in comments. Our 
goal is to create welcoming, comfortable 
groupings that support meaningful 
connections.  

When will I receive the details?  
Once matches are finalized, both hosts 
and guests will be notified by email. 
Hosts will then reach out directly to their 
assigned guests before Shabbat to share 
timing, menu plans, and any additional 
details. 

For Hosts 
What is expected of hosts?  
Hosts agree to open their homes for one 
Friday evening Shabbat dinner. There 
are set dates, which can be found on 
our website.  Hosting is meant to feel 
manageable and welcoming.  

Hosts are asked to: set the timing and 
tone for the evening, provide the dinner 
or main dish (potluck-style meals are 
welcome and encouraged if preferred), 
contact assigned guests before Shabbat.

Do I need to know how to lead 
Shabbat?  
No. Shabbat @Home is designed for 
people of all experience levels. The focus 
is on connection, not expertise.  United 
Hebrew will provide a Shabbat kit with 
candles, challah, special challah cover, 
blessings, and conversation starters.  

Do I have to host more than once?  
No. We are asking hosts to commit 
to hosting just once. Hosting again is 
entirely optional.  

Can I invite people I know?  
Hosts may invite guests they already 
know along with others who the office will 
assign.  

I’m interested in hosting. How do I get 
started? 
Wonderful! Fill out our host sign up form 
and we will reach out. 

For Guests 
What is expected of guests?  
Guests are asked to arrive on time, 
participate respectfully, and help create a 
warm Shabbat atmosphere. If requested, 
guests may bring a side dish, dessert, or 
beverage.  

Do I need to know how to lead 
Shabbat?  
No. Shabbat @Home is designed for 
people of all experience levels. The focus 
is on connection, not expertise.  

What if I have dietary needs or 
accessibility concerns?  
Please note these needs on your 
registration form so we can make an 
appropriate match.  

I’m interested in being a guest. 
Wonderful! Fill out our guest sign up form 
and we will reach out.

I still have questions 
If you’re unsure whether hosting or 
attending is right for you, or if you’d like  
to talk through logistics, please contact 
Sari Levy or Rabbi Rosenberg. We’re 
happy to help!

https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/admin/forms.php?action=edit&id=307442
https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/admin/forms.php?action=edit&id=307492
mailto:slevy%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=Shabbat%20%40home
mailto:brosenberg%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=Shabbat%20%40home
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Expanding Our Musical Vision: Updates

We are thrilled to announce that Greta Rosenstock Kramer will be 
joining United Hebrew Congregation this July as our Cantorial Soloist 
and Director of Congregational Music. 

This announcement is about both welcome and continuity. Many in 
our community already know Greta well. She has served as Music 
Specialist in our religious school and directed our youth choir. Over 
the past several years, she has been on our bimah many times, helping 
to lead services, Tot Shabbat, and Family Shabbat. Her deep roots 
in this congregation inform her understanding of our community’s 
values and traditions, and of what matters most to us. Music on 
the bimah, its quality, its balance of contemporary and traditional 
repertoire, and its role in shaping meaningful prayer, remains 
central to our communal life. Greta brings strong, trained 
musicianship and a deep respect for the way music supports 
worship. She understands prayer as something we enter 
together, grounded in familiarity, intention, and shared voice.

Greta shared these words about her new role: “I am honored 
and excited to serve as Director of Congregational Music 
and Cantorial Soloist at United Hebrew. As a long-time 
congregant, I am inspired by the opportunity to help shape 
the next chapter of the music program which has played 
such a large part in shaping my personal Jewish practice and 
identity. My diverse professional background as an educator, 
conductor, leader, and performer in both Jewish and secular 
music spaces allow me to bring a unique creative vision to a 
community rich with music and connection. My priority is to 
foster innovative, engaging, and participatory experiences 
for the whole community which honor the traditions and 
customs of UH I grew up with, while also supporting growth 
and creative expansion both on and beyond the bimah. I am 
looking forward to making meaningful, Jewish experiences 
through music with you and your families soon, and often!”

The hiring committee was impressed by Greta’s depth of 
experience in Jewish music, education, and communal 
leadership. In addition to her experience at United Hebrew, 
she has served as a Cantorial Soloist for Shabbat and High 
Holy Days, collaborated closely with clergy and musicians, 
and thoughtfully crafted services that are engaging, spiritual, 
and rooted in text and tradition. Her work reflects both 
musical excellence and pastoral sensitivity. 

Greta’s background includes significant experience in Jewish 
education and youth engagement. She has taught and 
designed tefillah experiences for students, instructed b’nai 
mitzvah students in Torah trope, built choral programs for 
children and teens, and strengthened cultures of communal 
singing in schools and synagogues. She has also worked extensively 
with Lab/Shul in New York City, where she helped lead ritual, 
mentored b’nai mitzvah students, and trained as a storahteller, 
bringing creativity, curiosity, and depth to Torah learning. 

In her conversations with the committee, Greta articulated a 
philosophy that brings all this experience together. She spoke about 
what she calls the “80/20 rule” for music on the bimah: 80% familiar 
and grounding, no more than 20% new. This philosophy reflects a 
deep respect for minhag hamakom, the customs and musical culture 
of United Hebrew, while allowing for thoughtful growth. 

Beyond the bimah, Greta will focus on musical programming and 
engagement throughout the congregation. She is excited to develop 
opportunities for people of all ages to make music together, including 
choirs for adults, teens, and younger children; accessible singing and 
jam sessions; concerts and musical gatherings; and exploration of 

instrumental music. When people sing together outside of worship, 
they arrive more confident, more connected, and more ready to 
participate fully in prayer. 

The hiring committee sought the qualities we have always valued 
in sacred musical leadership: warmth, caring, approachability, 
and empathy; deep musical training across styles and traditions; 
and strong collaboration with clergy, staff, and community. Greta 
impressed the committee not only with her résumé, but also with 
her enthusiasm, thoughtfulness, and the care with which she spoke 
about shaping both services and programs with intention. 

We are deeply grateful to the members of our Hiring Committee for 
their dedication and discernment: Cheryl Banashek, Sheryl Bauer, 
Craig Bleyer, Reva Davis, Alison Diechhaus, Paul Flotken, Phil 
Frischer, David Kaiser, Leslie Kittredge, Ted Kraizer, Sally Lang, Rob 
Levinson, Gail Levine, Carol Loeb, Abby Spencer, Jaime Sprowls, Jim 
Susman, Amanda Towerman, David Wallace, Bruce Weingart, and 
Leslie Yoffie. 

Greta is thrilled to be returning to the United Hebrew community 
in this role. We look forward to welcoming her this summer and 
to continuing, together, a life of prayer and community filled with 
beautiful music, shared voices, and joyful song. 

With gratitude and anticipation, 

Rabbi Brigitte Rosenberg, Senior Rabbi 

David Kaiser, President

About Greta Rosenstock Kramer
Greta Rosenstock Kramer is a conductor, educator, and ritual leader 
who deepens connections and creates meaningful Jewish experiences 
through music. A St. Louis native and longtime congregant of United 
Hebrew Congregation (UH), Greta is currently pursuing a Master of Music 
in Choral Conducting at the 
Technological University (TU) 
Dublin Conservatoire (expected 
summer 2026). While studying 
under Dr. Bernie Sherlock, Greta 
is the assistant conductor of the 
TU Dublin Chamber Choir, sings 
with the award-winning New 
Dublin Voices, and is focusing 
her master’s dissertation on 
Jewish choral music. 

Prior to beginning her master’s 
degree, Greta served as the 
Music and Drama Educator at 
Saul Mirowitz Jewish Community 
School and as the Music 
Specialist at UH. She also served as Cantorial Soloist for High Holy Days 
at Temple Beth El in South Bend, IN (2022-2024), and has led many of their 
Shabbat services (2020-2025). She has recently presented sessions on 
effective choral practice and Jewish repertoire at professional conferences 
at the state and international levels. Greta also previously lived in New York 
City, where she served multiple Jewish communities, schools, and camps as 
a music director, ritual leader, and educator, including Lab/Shul and Society 
for the Advancement of Judaism. In addition, Greta has sung with several 
professional ensembles in St. Louis and New York City, and frequently 
performs in professional regional musical theater productions, such as the 
Muny and New Jewish Theatre. Greta holds a Bachelor of Music in Music 
Education from the University of Kentucky.
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Charlie Kramer’s Residency 

Artist-in-Residency Weekend with 
Charlie Kramer 
February 27–March 1, 2026

Legally blind from Retinitis Pigmentosa, 
Charlie Kramer unites, magnetizes and 
elevates those around him. Recently 
featured in USA Today, Charlie is Disability 
Life Coach, helping his clients gain vital 
self advocacy skills, independence, 
andacceptance; ultimately bringing 
success to their careers and relationships.

As a certified accessibility professional 
(CPACC), an internationally touring 
speaker and performer, Charlie shares his 
story and powerful message of inclusion, 
self-respect and equity. Charlie has 
consulted with over 50 organizations, 
helping them to develop accessible 
spaces, practices and products for their 
employees, community members and 
customers with disabilities.

To learn more about Charlie and his 
offerings, visit.charliekramervision.com.

Throughout the weekend, Charlie will lead 
us in:

•	 Kabbalat Shabbat Service: Friday, 
February 27, 6:30 p.m. – Welcoming 
Shabbat with Charlie’s magnetic, 
intimate songleading

•	 Torah Study: Saturday, February 28 
at 9:00 a.m. – What does it Mean to Be 
Blind? Exploring text through the lens 
of disability awareness and radical 
inclusion. Charlie will break down 
one of our most miss-translated 
blessings, and engage participants 
in a discussion of what our tradition 
tells us it means to be blind.

•	 Singing in the Dark: Saturday, 
February 28 at 7:00 p.m. – An 
unforgettable experience of 
communal singing, meditation, 
and transformation. We all have 
something that challenges us. Charlie 
is blind with only 4% of his total vision 
remaining. He has no peripheral 
vision and is completely blind at night. 
Join us in a journey of the senses, 
blindfolding ourselves to experience 
the present moment without our  

sight. Charlie will guide you through 
deeply feeling the challenges in your 
life, guiding you to new perspectives 
through song, prayer and meditation. 
This experience includes Havdalah. 
Register here.

•	 Religious School: Sunday, March 
1 (prior to Purim Carnival) – Charlie 
will lead religious school t’filah and 
engage our young learners with 
music, storytelling, and lessons 
about embracing our authentic 
selves

Charlie’s message is one of hope, 
empowerment, and celebration. Through 
his work as both an artist and disability 
coach, he reminds us that our unique 
differences are not limitations but gifts to 
be shared with the world.

Join us for a weekend that promises 
to elevate our spirits, deepen our 
connections, and open our hearts to new 
ways of seeing.

http://www.charliekramervision.com. 
https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/event/singing-in-the-dark-with-charlie-kramer.html
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Mishloach Manot
Prices start at $18 for 5 gift bags or send 
them to all of UH for $360!

Visit The Purim Project. Check your email 
for your username and password. Make your 
selections and pay online by the deadline of 
Monday, February 16.

Giving gifts of food is a mitzvot of Purim, 
and the UH Purim project makes it easy. 
Choose the recipients, write a message, 
and we take care of packing and deliver-
ing the gift bags in time for Purim. You can 
send these gifts to your UH friends & rel-
atives, the clergy, UH board, your child’s 
class and teachers, or to the whole con-
gregation! You also have the option to 

“turn on reciprocity” for $36 and automat-
ically sending a bag to anyone who sends 
one to you!

Each family will receive one bag with a 
message from everyone who is sending 
them Purim wishes. Additional bags may 
be purchased.

Ordering options:

Send to members of the UH Community:

•	 First recipients (choose up to 5 recipi-
ents for one flat price): $18

•	 Every recipient thereafter: $5 each

Send to the SSEECC community: $118

Send to the entire UH community: $360

Send to anyone who sends one to you: $36

More special group options are available!

•	 Purchase additional Purim Bags to give 
to people not affiliated with UH

•	 Have UH pack a bag for you to give:  
$8 per bag

If you need help ordering, please call the 
UH office at 314-469-0700 for assistance

Hamantaschen Bake
Thursday, February 26 
6:30–8:30 p.m. | Messing Auditorium 

Join us for an evening of hamantaschen 
baking, fun, and community. Learn 
how to make your own dough, fold the 
cookies into triangles, & make specialty 
hamantaschen. All ages are welcome. 
The class will be led by UH’s own Jenny 
Stempel.

$15 per person. Register here.  

Purim Spiel
Sunday, March 1 
10:45 a.m. | Millstone Sanctuary

Hamans (BOO!) have always haunted our 
Jewish world, oppressing us and feeding 
off our fear, until Fighters arose to defend 
us. Jews born with voices that could 
drive back the darkness, singing songs of 
courage and hope. 

But Fighters are more than warriors. Our 
music ignites the soul and brings people 
together. With this connection, the first 
Fighters established a shield to protect 
our world, the Magen. In every generation, 
new Fighters are chosen to fulfill our 
ultimate duty, a barrier of faith so strong 
it is impenetrable, that will keep Hamans 
(BOO!) from our world forever, the Golden 
Magen. Come and experience the Megillah 
and hear the story of ESTR/X, a Fighter 
who defeated Haman (pause) in Shushan, 
Persia. Find more info here.

Purim Carnival 
Sunday, March 1 
11:30 a.m. –1 p.m. United 
Hebrew Congregation 

Join us for our 2026 Purim Carnival! You 
won’t want to miss! Costumes for all ages 
are encouraged!

Tickets are $12 in advance or $15 at the 
door  
(adults do not need tickets) 

Meal tickets are $7 each 

OR become a Purim Carnival Sponsor 

Hamantaschen Sponsorship - $72 
Game recognition, 1 wristband 
entry, $14 food cash 

Shushan Sponsorship - $180 
Game recognition, 2 wristband 
entries, $21 food cash 

Esther Sponsorship - $360 
Game recognition, 4 wristband 
entries, $35 food cash 

Raffle Tickets 

$5.00 each / 4 raffle Tickets $10.00 / 10 
Raffle Tickets $20.00

Get your tickets here.

Purim Social 
Monday, March 2 
7–8 p.m. | Kaplansky Center

Celebrate Esther and Mordechai and 
step into a Purim state of mind at our 
Shushan Social! Join us for an evening 
of joy, laughter, and Purim mischief as 
we channel courage, resilience, and the 
triumph of good over evil, J-Pop Haman 
Hunters–style. Enjoy a light Purim nosh 
and some creative J-Pop cocktails. 
Costumes are encouraged (idols, heroes, 
villains, and secret identities welcome) as 
we celebrate together. 

Love to bake? Think you make the best 
hamantaschen in town? Put your skills to 
the test in our Hamantaschen Bake-Off! 
Whether your filling is classic, creative,  
or daringly unexpected, we want to taste 
it.  All levels of baking expertise welcome!  
To enter and receive full details, contact 
Sari Levy.

Come for the cocktails, stay for the 
community, and help us hunt down 
Haman (BOO!!) one hamantasch at a time! 
Register here.

Purim Megillah Reading
Monday, March 2 
8–9 p.m. | Millstone Sanctuary

Join us for our annual reading of the 
megillah as we usher in the celebration 
of Purim with UH clergy and congregants 
telling the story of Esther and the Jewish 
people. Prior to the reading, enjoy dessert 
and “adult” beverages at our Purim Social. 

Purim Volunteers Needed!
It takes a lot of time and people power to 
put on our amazing Purim events! We have 
several opportunities to help.

Volunteer to help out at the carnival, 
donate goods for the cake walk, or create 
a Raffle Basket.

Mishloach Manot Packing & Delivery

Purim Carnival Volunteers

Cake Walk Donations

Raffle Baskets 

https://purimproject.com/landing/index.php
https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/event/hamantaschenbake26
https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/event/purim-shpiel2.html
https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/event/purim-carnival4.html
mailto:slevy%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=Hamantaschen%20bakeoff
https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/event/purim-social2.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D44A8A829A2F9CE9-61863940-purim#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4CA8AF29A2F49-61671753-purim#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4CA8AF29A2F49-61672539-cake#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4CA8AF29A2F49-61672240-purim#/
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In The Kitchen With Our Shinshin!
Thank you to Ofir for teaching us how to make matbucha! 
We had a delicious and fun evening together.
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Connecting 

A Stitch and a Prayer 
Crochet and Knitting Group  
Tuesdays at 1 p.m. | Kaplanksy Center 

Join Stitch and a Prayer to knit or crochet 
Blessing Blankets for UH members in 
need of healing and warm scarves for 
clients at the Harvey Kornblum Jewish 
Food Pantry. From beginner to pro, 
everyone is welcome. We also accept 
blankets and scarves that are made at 
home and brought to the UH office. For 
more information, contact Sari Levy at 
(314) 469-0700. 

The Susan Kaplansky  
Book Club
UH Book Club meets on the first 
Thursday of the month at 1:30 p.m. in 
the Spielberg Chapel. Join us for just 
one session if you like a particular book 
or come to all the sessions. Email Angie 
Klenke to register. This year’s books 
include: 

February 5: The Covenant of 
Water by Abraham Vargese
March 5: James by Percival Everett
April: Holiday, NO BOOK CLUB 
May 7: My Dear Hamilton by 
Stephanie Dray and Laura Kamoie
June 4: Lula Dean’s Little Library of 
Banned Books  
	 by Kirsten Miller

Creative Connections
Make new friends or deepen existing 
relationships by joining one of our several 
small interest groups, called Creative 
Connections. Do you have an idea for a 
Creative Connection group? We’d love 
to hear from you! Contact Sari Levy. 

Women’s Group (age 45–65): 
Contact Dipali House 

Ready for Retirement? Join the Men’s 
Group 
Men, let’s come together to focus on 
finances, fun, food, and new friendships: 
Craig Bleyer, (314) 402-5103. 

UH Prime Timers: For all active 
single seniors who are UH members, 
contact Judy Berger, (314) 374-5199; 
Marilen Pitler, (314) 225-9723; or 
Sara Weiss at (314) 971-4291 

Senior Lunch Series
Save These Dates! 

February 9, 2026: Congregation 
Shaare Emeth  

March 9, 2026: Congregation 
Temple Israel  

April 20, 2026: United 
Hebrew Congregation  

May 18, 2026: Congregation 
Shaare Emeth  

June 15, 2026: Congregation 
Temple Israel

Mahj Mondays
February 2, 9, & 23, March 30, April 27, 
May 18, June 29, July 27 
7 p.m. | Messing Auditorium
Do you “Mahj?” Want to learn? Join us 
for Mahj Mondays and we’ll teach you! 
Can you crack, bam, and dot? Find more 
info on dates and other details here. 

Ani Ma’amin: I Believe: 
Monthly Conversation 
Series 
Sunday, February 8, 2026 | 9:30–11 am 

This is a program in building relationships, 
practicing the art of conversation, and 
creating a community of depth, care 
and respect. Join Rabbi Rosenberg for 
a monthly conversation based on our 
theme for the year, Ani Ma’amin. Every 
session includes a short Jewish text or 
teaching to spark reflection, and we will 
break into small groups for conversation, 
before we come back together for a 
closing thought. You can join us for one or 
all sessions. Find more information and 
register here. 

Whiskey & Wisdom 
with Rabbi Reinhart
Wednesday February 11 | 7:30 p.m. | 
Kaplansky Center
Come for the whiskey; stay for the Torah! 
Or the other way around. Either way, we’ll 
do a little bit of learning, enjoy some 
good whiskey, and, most importantly, 
meet new people and be in community! 
Register here. 

Chair Exercise  
with Joyce Hochberg 
Join Joyce for chair exercise class the 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month on 
Zoom. Email Angie Klenke or call her at 
314-434-3404 for more information and 
class dates.

NEXT MONTH!
Adult Cantillation Class
Thursdays, March 5, 12, 19, 26 
11:15–11:45 a.m. 
Millstone Sanctuary
By request, Cantor Richman will offer a 
Torah cantillation class. Come learn how 
to chant Torah in 4 sessions! All Hebrew 
levels are welcome. Register here. 

mailto:slevy%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=Stitch%20%26%20a%20Prayer
mailto:aklenke%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=Susan%20Kaplansky%20Book%20Club
mailto:aklenke%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=Susan%20Kaplansky%20Book%20Club
mailto:slevy%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=Creative%20Connections
mailto:Dipali_shah20002%40yahoo.com%20%0D?subject=UH%20Women%27s%20Group
mailto:judy%40ljimier.com?subject=UH%20Prime%20Timers
mailto:mpitler%40prodigy.net?subject=UH%20Prime%20Timers
mailto:smnagy%40swbell.net?subject=UH%20Prime%20Timers
https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/event/mahj-mondays.html
https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/event/ani-ma39amin-i-believe-monthly-conversation-series.html
https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/event/whiskey--wisdom31.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/91211864892?pwd=ME9sWFJRZk9EL1U3WjV0dVJTek5JQT09
mailto:aklenke%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=Joyce%20Hochberg%27s%20exercise%20class
https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/event/adult-cantillation-class.html
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How many women does it take to appreciate a book? You might 
say “one,” and merely read it by yourself. But the three leaders 
of the Susan Kaplansky Book Club see it differently. Dianne 
Elfenbein, Sheryl Feldman and Carla Rosen all joined the group 
because of their personal love of reading and find that each 
member of the club brings a new perspective, a particular point of 
view and their own experience that enhances every book that they 
study. But before we talked about their leadership roles, I wanted 
to learn their background stories to share with you. 

We began our conversations with the typical St. Louis Jewish 
Geography: Where did they go to high school? Dianne responded 
with Bethlehem High School in Delmar, New York, upstate near 
Albany. She met her husband, Jerry, when they were students in 
a chemistry class shared by Radcliffe and Harvard, where each 
was enrolled. They each became physicians and spent their entire 
careers in academic medicine. In 2010 they moved to St. Louis to 
be nearer to their son and his growing family, who happened to 

be members of UH. That’s when Dianne met Susan Kaplansky, 
z’l, who had initiated and organized the UH Book Club along, with 
Fran Kravitz, and the rest is history. 

Carla Rosen, a graduate of New Trier West High School in 
Glenview, Illinois, met her husband, another Jerry, on the 
University of Illinois bus that took students back and forth from 
Chicago. When they married in 1975, they moved to St. Louis 
so he could attend Washington U. Law School and they lived in 
married student housing, joining UH because the style of services 
was reminiscent of Congregation Beth Emet, where her family 
belonged. Carla found her avocation as a volunteer and leader in 
Women’s American ORT (Organization for Rehabilitation through 
Training), which is where we became acquainted, meeting at 
Midwest District conventions when I lived in Highland Park, 
Illinois. What’s more, we discovered that one of her first cousins, 
Sheri Eisman, was a sorority sister of mine at Bradley. I love these 
small world stories. Carla has worked as a reading teacher and 
considers herself a “book junkie,” even volunteering as a sorter of 
donated books for the Greater St. Louis Book Fair. 

Finally, Sheryl Feldman is University City, born and bred. She met 
her husband, Charlie, in high school when she was a leader in Star 
of David BBG, and he was active in the David Ben Gurion chapter 
of AZA. While she was raised in a Conservative congregation, her 

older sister was a member of UH, and that’s where they joined 
when they married 55 years ago and raised three children. Sheryl 
also taught religious school here and served as a song leader, 
now volunteering in the gift shop on Thursday afternoons along 
with her book club involvement. 

All three of the women had several traits in common: first and 
foremost, they are voracious readers who find that discussing 
books with others has expanded their interests in both fiction 
and non-fiction and broadened their understanding of historical 
events. Some of the participants are former English majors 
and/or teachers who bring their experience and expertise to the 
meetings, which they find of value. Next, they appreciate the new 
friendship with the other ten to fifteen participants, who are all 
Jewish but not all UH members. They agree that with the addition 
of each new member to the group, new ideas and new energy are 
seen. All new participants are welcomed. 

Interestingly, unlike 
many book clubs 
of which I’ve heard, 
no refreshments 
are served. The 
excitement is in the 
conversation, not 
the treats. Not even 
a cookie? When 
asked whether they 
considered their 
leadership a mitzvah 
to UH, they were all 
self-deprecating. 

Providing an outlet 
to others for learning 

and creativity is also a gift to themselves. Each woman found their 
participation to be a personal opportunity rather than a volunteer task.  

Particular credit was given to Angie Klenke and Sari Levy, our 
administrative assistant for schools and programming and our 
membership engagement manager, respectively, for their help in 
keeping the program active. Angie handles the month-to-month 
administration, and Sari collates and manages the data when 
club members choose and vote on the books to be read the 
following year. Truly, it takes a village. 
So, if you are looking for companionship, fun and intellectual 
stimulation (but no cookies), stop into the library at 1:30 p.m. on 
the first Thursday of each month, except for this coming April. And 
if you happen to get hooked on reading and make a new friend, 
well, that’s a story of success, in my book. 

– Sherilyn Krell 

The Spotlight is brought to you by the Volunteer 
Recognition Committee. If you have a suggestion for 
a volunteer to spotlight, please contact Sari Levy. 

Photos: Left, Dianne Elfenbein and Carla Rosen. Photo credit: 
Jen Newmark. Right, Sheryl Feldman, provided by Sheryl.

mailto:slevy%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=Volunteer%20spotlight
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WANTS TO THANK YOU FOR BEING AN IMPORTANT PART OF OUR PUZZLE!

VOLUNTEER
APPRECIATION COMMITTEE

MEET, MINGLE, and MUNCH on savory and sweet treats

Please join us for: 

An afternoon to celebrate our volunteers as we 

Because you are HOT STUFF a special appreciation gift awaits you!

3–4:30 PM
Messing Auditorium

United Hebrew Congregation22FEB
2026

SUNDAY

RSVP REQUIRED by February 12 to slevy@unitedhebrew.org

Sponsored by the Lew and Cheryl Levey Volunteer Appreciation Fund
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L’Dor V’Dor
EXPLORING ISRAEL TOGETHER

IN HONOR OF FEDERATION’S 125TH ANNIVERSARY

Join us for an extraordinary journey that will bring 
our community together in Israel for this once in a 
lifetime multi-generational trip. We invite parents, 

grandparents, teens and younger travelers to explore 
Israel side-by-side. Recommended for families with 

children ages 10 and older.

December 23, 2026-January 3, 2027

Chairs: Lori & Ryan Holtzman and family

View itinerary and pricing at 
JFedStl.org/IsraelTrip2026

Generous Support from

In Participation with

https://www.jfedstl.org/ldor-vdor-exploring-israel-together/
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Check our online calendar for the most current information.

February Congregational Calendar

1

9 am–1 pm  
Religious school

1 pm Teen Hangout

5 pm MS Youth Lounge 
Night @ B’nai Amoona

2 

Tu BiSh’vat

7 pm Mahj Mondays 

3

1 pm Crochet/Knit 
Group - Kaplansky 
Center

4 5

10 am Adult Hebrew 
Library

11 am AGA- Chapel
1:30 pm Book Club

6 

6:30 pm Scout Shabbat 
Service

7:30 pm Dessert Oneg

7 
Yitro
9 am Torah Study - 
Chapel

10 am Family Shabbat 
Service

8

9 am–1 pm  
Religious school

9:30 am Ani Ma’amin 
Monthly Discussion

Multiple Hangouts - 
check RS eblasts

9 

12 noon Senior Lunch 
Series @ Shaare 
Emeth

7 pm Mahj Mondays 

10 

1 pm Crochet/Knit 
Group - Kaplansky 
Center

1:30 pm Zoom Chair 
Exercise Class 

11

7:30 pm Whiskey & 
Wisdom - Kaplansky 
Center 

12

10 am Adult Hebrew 
Library

11 am AGA- Chapel

13

6:30 pm Shabbat 
Service

Shabbat @Home
Various Locations

14 
Mishpatim 
9 am Torah Study - 
Chapel

11:30 am Mussar & 
Mindfulness

15 16

President’s Day 

School and Offices 
Closed

17 

1 pm Crochet/Knit 
Group - Kaplansky 
Center

18 

6:30 pm Board  
of Trustees Meeting

19 
10 am Adult Hebrew 
Library

11 am AGA - Chapel

20

5:30 pm Tot Shabbat
5:45 pm Shabbat Nosh
6:30 pm Disney Shabbat 
Service

21

T’rumah
9 am Torah Study - 
Chapel

10:30 am Shabbat In 
Action! Mitzvah  Morning

22

9 am–1 pm  
Religious school

1 pm Teen Hangout

3:30 pm Volunteer 
Appreciation Event

23

7 pm Mahj Mondays 

24

1 pm Crochet/Knit 
Group - Kaplansky 
Center

1:30 pm Zoom Chair 
Exercise Class

25 26

10 am Adult Hebrew 
Library

11 am AGA - Chapel

6:30pm Hamentaschen 
Bake

27

Charlie Kramer  
Artist-in-Residence

6:30 pm Shabbat 
Service with Charlie 
Kramer

28

T’tzaveh
Charlie Kramer  
Artist-in-Residence 

9 am Torah Study - 
Chapel

7 pm Singing in the Dark 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

https://unitedhebrewcongregation.shulcloud.com/calendar
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TRIBUTES FROM 12/16/25–1/15/26
CLERGY DISCRETIONARY FUNDS 
in appreciation of: 

*The Hurwitz/Notter wedding 
Michael & Tracy Hurwitz 
 

*All Rabbi Reinhart’s efforts at UH 
and for Whiskey & Wisdom 
Joel & Marcia Barasch 

in honor of: 
*Marriage of Howard Kaplansky  
& Sue Matlof
Jeffrey & Sharon Rosenblum

RICK & MARCY CORNFELD  
POST-CONFIRMATION ISRAEL 
TRIP FUND 
in honor of: 

*David Spewak receiving the Irene 
Fox United Hebrew Ruach Award 
Rick & Marcy Cornfeld 
 
GENERAL FUND 

*Thank you Rabbi Rosenberg 
Adele Schenberg 
 
in appreciation of: 

*United Hebrew 
Carol Hatch 
 
in honor of: 

*Special birthday of Sheryl Bauer 
Jim & Abby Susman 
 

*David Spewak receiving the Irene 
Fox United Hebrew Ruach Award 
Bob & Nancy Spewak 
 

*Paul Steinberg’s 90th birthday 
Richard & Helene Glass 
 

*90th birthday of Floryne Marks 
Mike & Susan Hearst 
 
in memory of: 

*Stanley & Anita Cohen 
Janet & Seymour Krout 
 

*Robert Cohn 
Bob Braun 
Judy & Michael Farrell 
 

*Irv Comensky 
*Dr. Mark Comensky 
Larry & Faith Comensky 
 

*Harold Roth 
*Shirley Roth 
*Bertha Schwartz 
*Harriet Wolff Schwartz 
*Jake Schwartz 
*Sidney Schwartz 
Larry & Faith Comensky 
 

*Herb Sobelman 
Joann Sandifer 
 

*Martin Wolff 
*Rose Wolff 
Larry & Faith Comensky 
 
STANLEY LAIDERMAN FUND 
in memory of: 

*Sam Gomberg 
Lorraine Laiderman 
 
LEW & CHERYL LEVEY 
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION FUND 
in memory of: 

*Abe Goldstein 
Bob & NJ Sterneck 
 

*Lauren Kittredge 
*Linda Smith 
Susan Allison 
 

*Lauren Beth Kittredge 
*Constance Kling Levy 
*Linda Sue Smith 
Lew & Cheryl Levey 
 
ROBERT LEVY OUTDOOR 
BEAUTIFICATION FUND 
in memory of: 

*Constance Levy 
Mike Lefton, Nancy Lisker,  
Tzivia Kalmes 
 
LIBRARY FUND 
in honor of: 

*Reva Davis becoming a 2026 Chai 
Society Honoree 
Marilen Pitler 
 
in memory of: 

*Marvin Beckerman 
Lori & Steve Raskin 
 
MEMORIAL FUND  
in memory of: 

*Carolyn Sue Altman 
Harvey Altman 
 

*Edna D Altman 
Jan Boraz 
 

*Esther Alper 
*Janet & Ben Alper 
*Robert Alper 
*Shifra Alper 
Bruce & Ellen Horwitz 
 

*Elsie Bernhardt 
*Marcus Bernhardt 
Tom & Linda Jones 
 

*Eleanor “Ronnie” Blitz 
Bruce & Ellen Horwitz 
 

*Stanley L Boraz 
Jan Boraz 
 

*Betty Cowan 
Jerrold & Harriet Lander 
 

*Bernard “Bernie” Cohen 
Judy Block 
Randie Cohen Miller 
 

*Stanley & Anita Cohen 
Kevin & Carol Blinder 
 

*Robert Mark Cohn 
Kenneith Cohn 
Gloria Cotlar 
 

*Leo Cosentino 
*Leona Rothberg Cosentino 
Bruce & Ellen Horwitz 
 

*Betty Lander Cowan 
Florine Marks 
 

*Frances Cremer 
Barry & Barbara Wolkowitz 
 

*Rosanna Geishi Culp 
Bruce & Ellen Horwitz 
 

*Craig Epstein 
Myron & Eleanor Holtzman 
Gail Lapin 
Gerald & Gail Tullman 
 

*Frances “Frieda” Fixman 
Bruce & Ellen Horwitz 
 

*Melinda Friedman 
Beverly Friedman 
 

*Jack Gentle 
Rosaline & Sidney Stein 
 

*Louise Glickman 
Sharon Edwards 
 

*Terri L. Greenblatt-Freeman 
Shelli Greenblatt 
 

*Abe Handelman 
John & Barbara Becker 
 

*Sara Hertz 
Bruce & Ellen Horwitz 
 

*Theodore Jagust 
Adele Jagust 
 

*Libetta “Libby” Katz 
*William Jay Katz 
Beth Katz 
 

*Bessie Kusmer 
Scott & Carol Ellis 
 

*Annabelle Leon 
*Louis Leon 
Elliot & Mitzi Leon 
 

*Ernest Loeb
*Edward H Riaboy 
Marty & Carol Loeb 
 

*Francine Mariam 
Larry & Nancy Present 
 

*Perry Mehlman 
Betsy Mehlman 
 

*Dorothy Millstone 
Sandy Birrittier 
 

*Marvin E Nieberg 
Elaine Nieberg 
 

*Nathan Perlstein 
Bruce & Ellen Horwitz 
 

*Ray Pomranz 
Rosaline & Sidney Stein 
 

*Barbara Alper Press 
Bruce & Ellen Horwitz 
 

*Anita Rothberg 
*Jacob Rothberg 
*Sousa Rothberg 
Bruce & Ellen Horwitz 
 

*Sanford L Schenberg 
Myron & Eleanor Holtzman 
 

*Fay Sharon 
*William Sharon 
Barry & Dale Sharon 
 

*Fannie B Siegelman 
Harriet & Harvey Rudman 
 

*Adrienne & Herbert Sobelman 
David & Sherry Sobelman 
 

*Herb Sobelman 
Geoffrey Bremer 
 

*John Starr 
Joan L Sherman 
 

*David E Steinberg 
Paul Steinberg 
 

*Diane Stone 
*Elizabeth Stone 
*Harvey Stone 
Tom & Linda Jones 
 

*Janis A Sumers 
Fran Levy 
 

*Anne Wolkowitz 
Barry & Barbara Wolkowitz 
 

*Jerry Yoffie 
Patricia Callahan 
 
HELEN C. MILLSTONE MUSIC 
FUND 
in memory of: 

*Irma Rosenberg 
Stephen Rosenberg 
 

Tributes 
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MAX AND IDA ORENSTEIN SAFETY 
& SECURITY FUND 
in appreciation of: 

*Art Zemon for all your help 
Jim & Abby Susman 
 
in honor of: 

*Linda Wallace becoming  
a 2026 Chai Society Honoree 
Marilen Pitler 
 
in memory of: 

*Howard I Kaye 
Linda Kusmer 

RASKAS TECHNOLOGY FUND 
in honor of: 

*Art Zemon for his photography 
help 
Sheryl Bauer 

in appreciation of: 
*Art Zemon & Murray Fishman  
for photography assistance
Jen Newmark
 

SAUL SPIELBERG EARLY 
CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND 
in honor of: 

*Birthday of Floryne Marks 
Gary & Karen Epstein 
 
in memory of: 

*Elaine Goldstein 
Eric & Michelle Goldstein 
  
HENRIETTA AND ELI SPIELBERG 
ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP 
FOUNDATION FUND 
in honor of: 

*David Kaiser becoming President 
of United Hebrew Congregation 
The Wasserman Family 

in memory of: 
*Sarah Faye Greenberg 
Andrew & Karen Wasserman 
 
TOWERMAN FAMILY 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
in memory of: 

*Stanley Cohen 
Arlene Goodman 
 

UNITED HEBREW CEMETERY 
PERPETUAL CARE FUND 
in memory of: 

*Hymen Becker 
Sandy & Susan Becker 
 

*Ben Coplan 
Gloria Ruben & Family 
 

*Rose Pactor 
Louise London 
 

*Bess Peters Pruzah 
Harvey Altman 
 

*Ruth & Morris Reiter and 
appreciation of livestreaming High 
Holy Day services 
Jay Reiter 

BETTY & EUGENE WOLFF 
TRANSPORTATION FUND 
in memory of: 

*Stanley & Anita Cohen 
*Annette Harrison 
Stanley & Arlene Citerman 
 

*Mother, Dorothy Soll 
*Aunt, Irene Nissenbaum 
Marsha Kunin 
 
UH LIVESTREAMING 
in memory of: 

*Charles Jay Hilton 
Judith Richter 
 
In Honor Of: 

*Diane & Craig Bleyer becoming 
2026 Chai Society Honorees 

*David Kaiser becoming president 
of United Hebrew Congregation 
Marilen Pitler 
 
in appreciation of: 

*Art Zemon taking photographs 
David & Sharon Kaiser 
 
THANKSLIVING: 
January 
Floryne Marks 90th birthday 
Ross Adams 42nd birthday

Tributes 

Poetry Corner

The Water In Your Well
a poem for Parashat Chayei Sara by Rick Lupert
and she will say, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels’

I didn’t have much growing up
but I have everything now and
I’m glad to give the excess away

I didn’t have much growing up –
No vehicle, or lunch money
No annual family vacation
No reason to go on an airplane
No family, really. If I dropped a dime
on the cafeteria floor and it rolled away
I felt that loss. I would show up to the well
with no cup. I never had a cup.

But I have everything now –
Two vehicles under the roof
I know the seats inside airplanes
like I know the back of my cat’s paw
Family in more states than I have the
time to calculate. If I drop a dime
I put it inside the Tzedakah box and
there are plenty more dimes where
that one came from. I show up to the well
prepared. I’ve got a cup with my name on it.

I’m glad to give the excess away –
I once donated an old car to the radio
I’m happy to pay for your dinner
Your concert tickets, your mail-order nuts
If you let me in, I’ll put your name on
the family tree. Whenever they say
can you help fund, I’m already mailing
them dimes before they finish their sentence.
I’m permanently perched at the well
with a water bucket. You’ll be sated before
you even know you are thirsty.

Los Angeles poet Rick Lupert has been involved with poetry 
since 1990.  He is a Pushcart Prize and Best of the Net nominee, 
and he created Poetry Super Highway, Haikuniverse, and 
hosted the Cobalt Cafe reading for almost 21 years which has 
lived on as a popular Zoom series since March of 2020.

His work is regularly featured in print and online at the Los 
Angeles Jewish Journal. Contact Rick to ask about readings, 
workshops, commissions, having him share poems at your 
services or event, or just to say “hi” at info@JewishPoetry.net.

https://www.poetrysuperhighway.com/rick/
https://jewishjournal.com/
https://jewishjournal.com/
mailto:info%40JewishPoetry.net?subject=
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Condolences and Tributes

Dessert Oneg & Shabbat Nosh 
In honor of your birthday, anniversary, special event, or just 
because, consider sponsoring a Dessert Oneg or Shabbat 
Nosh! Make a donation ($50 for an oneg or $100 for a nosh) 
to United Hebrew and receive recognition during our oneg on 
the 1st Friday of the month or our nosh on the 3rd Friday of the 
month. To Contribute call the office at (314) 469-0700 or email 
Elayne Grossberg.

Thanks to our Nosh & Oneg Sponsors! 

Oneg Sponsor - January 2, 2026

Arlene Goodman in honor of her special birthday  

Linnie Neeter in honor of Shayna’s Bat Mitzvah 

Reva Davis in honor of her birthday 

Stan & Denise Bunsick in honor of their anniversary 

Elaine Rudolph in honor of her birthday 

Nosh Sponsor - January 16, 2026 

Carol Berkin in memory of Bettie J Wohl 

Ken, Daniel, Michael & Julie Steinberg in honor of Paul 
Steinberg’s 90th birthday 

Shelli Greenblatt in honor of her birthday 

The Congregation Extends Its Sincere Condolences  
To The Families Of: 

EDMUND “ED” SIMEON BANASHEK 
Husband of Elaine Banashek 
Father of Michael (Cheryl) Banashek

CRAIG EPSTEIN  
Husband of Jo Ellen Epstein  
Brother of Ellen (Ernest) Abramson  
Brother of Gary (Karen) Epstein 

VICKI FENSTER

MARY ANN HUTKIN 

DONALD “DON” LOOMSTEIN  
Husband of Gwynn Loomstein 

ELIZABETH H. MAYER 
Grandmother of Weston (Amy) Manley

BEVERY POPKIN 
Sister of Audrey Rich

Condolences are listed for members and their immediate relatives. 
In addition, only immediate relatives of the deceased who are 
members are listed.

Notification of Illness, Surgery  
& Hospital Visits 
Due to HIPAA laws, United Hebrew cannot gain access to patient 
information from local hospitals. We rely on word of mouth from 
family members and other congregants to make clergy visits. If 
you know someone in the hospital or desiring a visit from a clergy 
member, please contact us at (314) 469-0700. Once received, the 
information will be shared with the clergy. 

Remember Your Loved Ones With 
Perpetual Memorial Plaques
Each year on the anniversary of their death, their name will be 
read at Shabbat Services as part of the Kaddish prayer. Prior to 
this service, members of the family are notified of the date. In 
addition, the name appears in the Yom Kippur Memorial Book 
with all those who have been perpetually remembered. Each 
plaque is engraved with the name and English date of passing and 
displayed on United Hebrew’s Rabbi Samuel Thurman Memorial 
Wall. Each plaque is $750. To order a plaque, please call  
the office at (314) 469-0700. 

mailto:egrossberg%40unitedhebrew.org?subject=Giving%20and%20Donation%20
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Perpetual Memorials 

2/1/26 – 2/7/26  
READ ON 2/6 
May Ruth Abramsky 
Rosa Beck 
Daniel Berk 
Kay Bialock 
Zelda Bidnick 
Florence Block 
Gertrude Bothman 
Lillian S. Brown 
William “Bill” Carl 
Jacob N. Crasilneck 
Philip Crown 
Robert F. Eichaker 
Eva Engel 
Herman Esler 
Frances Feldman 
Arthur A. Fishel, Sr. 
Faye Fox 
Ida Friedman 
Rowena Kram Friedman 
Elmer J. Gidlow 
Fred A. Goldstein 
Mary Goldstein 
Scott Phillip Goldstein 
Sophia A. Hoffman 
Ida Jaffe 
Freda S. Joseph 
Betty Schram Kanter 
Mallie R. Kauffman 
Betty Kaufman 
Eva Lamberg 
Ben Muchnick 
Shirley J. Pasch 
Gene B. Pattiz 
Lena Rosenblum Poger 
Betty L. Polinsky 
Morris Polleck 
Gary Stuart Poscover 
Morris Prager 
Maxwell J. Rodenberg 
Benjamin Roman 
Esther G. Rosen 
Isidor Rosen 
Dorothy H. Rosenblatt 
Gertrude R. Roth 
Edward I. Roudman 
Fannie Rubin 
Joy Schetzer 
Mollie Schneider 
Aaron H. Shanvet 
Gertrude Sherman 
Sam Silverberg 
Helen Margulis Simon 
Gus Slumpsky 
Eunice P. Solomon 
Morris Sophir 
Debbie Lynn Soule 
Virginia Spewak 
Moses Stein 

Sarah Steinberg 
Anna R. Strauss 
Monte L. Strauss 
Goldie Torgove 
Esther Wolff 
Judy Wolff 
Rose Zucker 
 
2/8/26 – 2/14/26  
READ ON 2/13 
Fred C. Ashner 
Raye Ruth “GG”  
     Bankendorf 
Samuel B. Barron 
Dena Berger 
Rose Y. Biederman 
Jack L. Binder 
Frieda Blank 
Jack Harris Brimer 
Betty Buffen 
Davis W. Canis 
Mollie Cohen 
Sol H. Engel 
Mildred R. Feldman 
Joseph Felsen 
Frank Fierman 
Sam Finbloom 
Abraham Ginsburg 
Goldie Goldberg 
Charles S. Goldberg 
Robert Goldman 
Stephen A. Green 
Sophie Greenwald 
George Gus Grossman 
John Grossman 
Abraham H. Grossman 
Marcus Haffner 
Morris P. Harris 
Jeane Heller 
Florence Hyatt 
David S. Hyman 
Lionel J. Kaiser 
Bertha M. Klein 
Sanford A. Kravetz 
Phillip R. Kravetz 
David Laiderman 
Stanley Laiderman 
Delphine Loomstein 
Ida Magidson 
Dr. Abraham A. Margulis 
Nathalia Latz Meyer 
Mayer D. Mitchell 
Mark Mitgang 
Harry S. Mosinger 
Bessie Moss 
David Moulton 
Lorene “Lori” Newmark 
Mary Ann Millstone Pappas 
Maury E. Reichman 
Louis K. Romansky 

Harold Rosenberg 
Nat E. Rosenblum 
Marion Schamest 
Benjamin Schwartz 
Siebert Schwartz 
Dorothy Shanvet 
Mrs. Marlene Sherman 
Ann Shipper 
Sheldon Solomon 
Annie Stameisen 
Bernhard Susskind 
Dorothy S. Tamarkin 
Samuel Tischler 
Jacob Urbach 
Norma Ruth Weintraub 
Ida Wexler 
Sara Willick 
Bernadine Winter 

2/15/26 – 2/21/26  
READ ON 2/20 
John P. Abell, Jr. 
Shirley Askuvich 
Sylvian Backerman 
Jennie Baron 
Lois Bauer 
Elliott S. Bender 
Dr. Max John Bierman 
Jean B. Blanke 
Jean Branner 
Saul Herman Bronson 
Blanche H. Burack 
Celia H. Cohen 
Dorothy A. Cohen 
Dr. Frank Cohen 
Harry L. Crown 
Harriett Mae Dardick 
Sarah Eisner 
John Ellman 
Irvin Fagin 
Lucille Feldman 
Ira Frederick Feldman 
Dr. Gerald Allen Franzel 
Philip Fredman 
Marcus Fuhrer 
Jennie R. Gardner 
Minnie Getzlow 
Selma H. Gidlow 
Joseph L. Glaser 
Clarence Goldberg 
Fred A. Goldberg, M.D. 
Emily N. Grafman 
Joseph Greenspon 
Alfred I. Harris 
Leon Harris 
Kenneth Heller 
Rowena Henschel 
Henry Hirschfeld 
Jennie Hirshberg 
Regina Holstein 

Celia Joseph 
Leah Kranzberg 
Blima Laba 
Alexander Laventhal 
Ronald Lending 
Sophie Harris Lending 
Rachel Levy 
Sylvia Adele Loomstein 
Dr. Jack Mallen 
Sam Marcus 
Arthur Mathes 
Edgar Donald Millstone 
David Mosinger 
Harold G. Oglander 
Phil Pizer 
Dorothy L. Poslosky 
Albert E. Rain 
Sylvia Sidel Raymond 
Greta Rosenberg 
Al Rosenblatt 
Rebecca H. Rosenblum 
Dr. Joseph F. Roufa 
Morris J. Rudman 
Abraham Samelson 
Rose Samelson 
Sadie Schiffer 
Mary Bassin Schwartz 
Leon S. Schwartz 
Jacob Carl Selner 
Charles Serenco 
Joseph Sessel 
Bonnie Shainman 
Fannie Sophir 
Ida Sparber 
Arthur Steinberg 
Hannah Kaufman Stern 
Mayme J. Stone 
Dr. Elmer Wagman 
Eva Winterman 
Jennie Yawitz 
 
2/22/26 – 2/28/26  
READ ON 2/27 
Leah K. Arbetter 
Ruth C. Aronson 
Dr. Donald Bauer 
Michael J. Bauer 
Nathan Berger 
Mollie Berie 
Morris Birnbaum 
Jennie Blumenthal 
Joseph Bomze 
Frank Cohen 
Bertha W. Crasilneck 
Esther Doischman 
Sarah Halle Edison 
Diane E. Ezell 
Marvin Meyer Feldman 
Lillie Y. Ferman 
Earl M. Fishgall 

Henry L. Fishman 
Ben Fox 
Gordon August Frieberger 
Sarah Glaser 
Frieda Goldberg 
Ruth M. Goldman 
Sana Guckenheim 
Morris Hershenhorn 
Anna Hiken 
Lillian Hurwitz 
Harry C. Josephson 
Renee Kanterman 
Hyman Kaufman 
Sherwood R. Kleban 
Philip Kootman 
Gary Kunin 
Max Lending 
George Levin 
Louis Lurie 
Solomon Meyer 
Ann Newfeld 
Samuel Niederberg 
Bernadine E. Nieman 
Bess Olian 
Joan Frank Plattner 
Eileen Polinsky 
Rachel Portnoy 
Cecile I. Raskas 
Harris B. Richter 
Jack Rosenblum 
Etta Rothman 
Dr. Arthur A. Roufa 
Esther Rose Satz 
Paul Satz 
Sam Schneider 
Mildred Roman Schnurr 
Sylvia Shapiro 
Sophie Silver 
Max Silverman 
Alvin J. Silverman 
Mark P. Silverstone 
Emanuel Nathan Stern 
Annette Mable Susman 
Leah Rosenblum Tabak 
Rabbi Samuel Thurman 
June Finn Treiner 
Mary K. Turken 
Rudolph A. Tuteur 
Alvin R. Ukman 
Dr. Stanford S. Waldman 
Stanley H. Wielansky 
Yetta G. Wolff 
Lillian Wolkowitz 
Evelyn S. Wurdack 
Jeanette Zetcher 
 
 

זיכרונם לברכה
May their memories be for a blessing.
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Thank You to our Advertisers 
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Members of the Legacy Circle include, but are not limited to the following: 

The United Hebrew Scroll of Honor was established to honor and 
recognize individuals and families who voluntarily increase their annual 
commitment above and beyond the Basic Annual Commitment Level. 
This strengthens our ability to meet the needs of our congregants while 
preserving the financial health of the congregation. 

We invite you to consider becoming a Scroll of Honor participant or 
renewing your pledge. Thank you for your generous support. Thank you to 
the following generous donors. 

Our Legacy Circle is a group of members who have made a commitment  
to leave at least 1% of their estate to United Hebrew in their estate 
planning documents. 

Joining the Legacy Circle does not need to be difficult. Your estate 
planning professional can help you make this provision. 

2026 Scroll of Honor 

Contact United Hebrew with any questions at temple@unitedhebrew.org

ANGEL/MALACHIM  
(Anonymous) 
Fran Balk  
Sheryl Bauer  
Rick & Marcy Cornfeld  
Lois Guller  
David & Stacy Rolfe  
Barry S. & Leslie Yoffie 

GUARDIAN/SHOMRIM  
Susan Keyes  
Lawrence & Hannah Langsam  
Suzanne Sincoff  
Barry & Barbara Wolkowitz 

PILLAR/ADUMIM  
Stephanie Bahn-Poteet  
Steve & Lexie Goldsmith  
Cheryl Lamprecht  
Steve & Dee Mintz  
Barry & Dale Sharon 

BUILDER/BONIM  
Daniel & Emily Cohen  
Murray Fishman  

Irene Fox  
Barry Kessler  
Paul & Fran Kravitz  
Steve & Tammi Laiderman  
Felicia Malter  
Robert Rosenthal  
Gloria Ruben  
Arnie & Kara Sair  
Norman Wolff 

LEADER/MANHIGIM  
(Anonymous) 
Lisa Ackerman  
Eva Ashner  
Andy & Diana Babitz  
Joel & Marcia Barasch  
Naomi Barasch  
David Bass & Megan Matheny  
Ed Becker  
Sanford & Susan Becker  
Rick & Susie Berg  
Judith Berger  
Carol Berkin  
Kevin & Carol Blinder  
Stanley & Denise Bunsick  

Robert & Sherri Daniel  
Nancy Solomon Desloge  
Alan & Iris DeWoskin  
Mark & Michele Dinman  
Betsy Dow  
Charles & Sheryl Feldmman  
Michael & Barbara Ferman  
Paul & Terry Flotken  
Phillip & Helene Frischer  
Richard & Isabel Goldstein  
Steven & Gay Guller  
James & Fran Jackson  
David & Sharon Kaiser  
Gary & Betsy Koenig  
Ted & Sheila Kraizer  
Barry & Sherilyn Krell  
Joe & Sally Lang  
Lewis & Cheryl Levey  
Marjie Levy  
Jason & Lauren Lourie  
Joe & Elissa Marchbein  
Sandford & Babette Miller  
James Moss & Anne Offner  
Jeff & Shary Moulton  
Bill & Debbie Muzik  

Marty & Merle Oberman  
Robert & Judith Ormont  
Matt & Julie Perlberg  
Lorrie Poscover  
Alan & Stacey Prelutsky  
Jerrold & Carla Rosen  
David & Lisa Rosenstock  
Robert & Linda Saltman  
Larry & Carolyn Satz  
Dale Schwartz  
David & Bridget Spewak  
Edward Spielberg  
Frank Spielberg  
Richard & Linda Stein  
Teri Steinberg  
Jim & Abby Susman  
Michael & AliciaTessler  
Matt & Amanda Towerman  
David & Melissa Wallace  
Corey & Sallie Wallis  
Larry & Nancy Weinberg  
Richard & Catherine Wieder  
Lee & Laurie Wielansky  
Brett & Susan Williams  
Art & Candy Zemon 

Fred (z”l) and Eva Ashner 
Bryan & Judy Babitz 
Mitch & Lynda Baris 
Edward Becker 
Rick & Marcy Cornfeld 
Gerald & Dianne Elfenbein

Charles & Sheryl Feldman 
Phil & Helene Frischer 
Ron & Julie Gibbs 
David & Lisa Grafman 
Susan Keyes
Steve & Tammi Laiderman 

Merlin & Harriet Lickhalter 
Carol Milius Lippman & Teri       
     Merchant 
Felicia Malter 
Dan & Debbie Raskas 
H. Lee & Brigitte Rosenberg

Stephen & Beverly (z”l) Rosenberg
David & Lisa Rosenstock 
Jerry (z”l) & Suzanne Sincoff 
Teri Steinberg 
Henry & Suzanne Stolar 
Barry & Leslie Yoffie 

https://www.unitedhebrew.org/giving/scroll-of-honor/
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CLERGY 
Brigitte S. Rosenberg Senior Rabbi  
David Reinhart Associate Rabbi  
Shirel Richman Cantor  
Howard G. Kaplansky Rabbi Emeritus  
Murray W. Hochberg Cantor Emeritus  
Ronald D. Eichaker Cantor Emeritus 
OFFICERS 
David Kaiser President  
David Wallace VP of Development & Fundraising 
Rob Levinson VP of Congregational Life  
Leslie Kittredge VP of Building & Operations  
Ted Kraizer Treasurer  
Sally Lang Assistant Treasurer  
Cheryl Banashek Secretary 

United Hebrew Congregation serves the Jewish community of St. Louis as a place of worship 
and learning with a welcoming community united in the common Judaic spirit of Reform Judaism. 

Our thanks to the Laiderman Family for their generous donation to the United Hebrew Endowment Fund to help support our synagogue Bulletin.

One Gudder Campus 
13788 Conway Road 
St. Louis, MO 63141 

Administrative Office: (314) 469-0700 
Education & Program Office: (314) 434-3404 
Fax: (314) 434-7821 

unitedhebrew.org 

STAFF 
Cori Neidenberg Executive Director  
Lauren Lourie Director of Early Childhood Education & Engagement  
Samantha Fomera Director of Youth Education & Family Engagement  
Sari Levy Membership Engagement Manager 
Jen Newmark Communication Manager 
Jeff Schwartz Facilities Manager  
Jennifer Tucker Accounting Manager/HR Coordinator 
Jessy Pieper Operations Coordinator  
Elayne Grossberg Administrative Assistant  
Angie Klenke Administrative Assistant (Schools & Programming)  
Esther Olson Clergy Assistant  
Brian Vail Youth Group Advisor 
David Cohen Assistant Musical Director  
Iris DeWoskin Gift Shop Manager 

https://www.unitedhebrew.org

